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NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Mary Budge
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 2nd MARCH 2026

Present:
Councillor Mary Budge – Chairman
Councillor Richard Randall – Vice Chairman
Councillor Hayley Budge
Councillor David Daniells
Councillor Corinne Dennis
Councillor Laura Fishleigh
Councillor Ralph Hudson
Councillor Adrian Parsons
Councillor Steve Sandercock

In attendance
Two members of the public were in attendance.  Mrs Lena Batten (clerk).

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.  

1.      To receive apologies:
To receive apologies – Councillor Courtney Walters

2.      Code of Conduct:
a)      To receive declarations: None. 
b)      To grant dispensations:  None.

Councillor Laura Fishleigh entered the room and gave apologies for being late.

[bookmark: _Hlk155346934]3.      Public comments on items on the agenda only: 
Two members of the public were in attendance with regards to item 11.  
Resolved that item 8.11 be discussed at item 3 to allow the member of the public to go home.  The member of the public reported that there was a street light out at Lyhner Way, North Hill.  This meant that it was not possible to see anything when dark as there was no other lighting in the area.  It was agreed that it had already been reported however needed to be addressed as a matter of urgency due to the danger of walking in the complete dark.  It was noted that Councillor Adrian Parsons was on his way and may have more information so the member of the public agreed to stay until his arrival. 

4.       To receive and approve the minutes of the 2nd February 2026 full Council Meeting:
It was proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr R. Hudson with all in favour that the minutes of the meeting of North Hill Parish Council held on the 2nd February 2026 be confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.   

5.        Any matters arising from the past minutes not on the current agenda:
Cllr D. Daniells asked about the delivery of the granite posts for the cemetery gates.  The Chairman confirmed that the granite posts had been delivered however could not yet be fitted due to the weather.

6.        To consider planning applications from Cornwall Council by the date of this meeting:
6.1      To note for information - PA25/08719 - Battens Mill, Mill Lane, North Hill, PL15 7NU - Proposal Listed building consent to re-roof the property to ensure it remains weather-tight and prevent loss of historic fabric – approved – This was noted for information.
6.2      To note for information - PA26/00413 - Trebartha Barton, North Hill, PL15 7PD - Proposal Submission of details to discharge Condition 3 in respect of Decision Notice PA24/08417 dated 15.01.2025 – S52/S106 and discharge of condition – Cllr R. Randall confirmed the details of discharge of Condition 3 which was the request to complete a habitat protection plan which had now been done.  
6.3      To note for information - PA25/09208 - Land North West of Clampit Farm, Linkinhorne, PL17 8QR - Proposal Construction of a general purpose agricultural building and retention of works already executed including the construction of a stone access track and stone hard standing – approved – The clerk had submitted comments on the 6th January to confirm that North Hill Parish Council had no objections to the application subject to the condition that it was used for agricultural purposes only.  Cllr L. Fishleigh confirmed that the conditions included “The building hereby permitted shall be used solely for the storage of agricultural machinery, equipment, and associated materials, and shall not be used for the 
housing, keeping, or accommodation of livestock at any time or for any other 
purposes”.  

Councillor Adrian Parsons entered the room and gave apologies for being late.
Cllr A. Parsons spoke with the member of the public and confirmed that the street light had been reported and he would chase it again tomorrow the 3rd March 2026.  Two members of the public left the room.  

7.       Any applications received before the date of this meeting: 
None. 
  
8.       To review correspondence and to agree responses required:
8.1        To accept / resolve any actions following the January 2026 Kompan inspection report: 
Cllr R. Randall stated that the report detailed any defects to be low risk or very low risk.  The general consensus was that the play equipment was currently in good condition, however the zip wire platform was starting to look worn and potentially would need work this year.  The clerk commented that the shackles had again been picked up, it was confirmed that the handyman had replaced the shackles therefore it was not clear why they had been listed again.
8.2        To note for information the LMP grant has been accepted at £674.57 a 2.2% increase for cutting of the footpaths for 2026-2027: 
This was noted for information.
8.3        To consider / resolve whether to produce a neighbourhood priority statement as requested by neighbourhood planning:  
The Chairman read the email from Neighbourhood Planning in relation to the new Neighbourhood Priorities Statement Process introduced but not yet implemented.  Debate took place in relation to the time spent creating the last Neighbourhood Planning Statement which was no longer relevant.  
Resolved that no further action would be taken at this time. 
8.4        To obtain an update in relation to North Hill Parish Council’s Emergency Planning Procedures:
Cllr R. Hudson confirmed that the Emergency plan was nearly complete, that Cllr H. Budge and himself were now in the process of identifying parishioners in each village who would be in a position to provide support in the unlikely event of a telecommunications / services breakdown.  All members of the Council felt that bad weather / telecommunication’s / services breakdown was a viable potential threat and a robust emergency plan was required although complex networking of individuals was not the primary aim.
Resolved that the clerk would seek advice from the insurance company in relation to volunteer’s who may put their names forward.  Cllr H. Budge and Cllr R. Hudson would continue to identify the relevant individuals and the matter would be listed on the next agenda.  
8.5        To confirm all new email addresses must be in use by the 31st March 2026 in order to be Assertion 10 compliant and confirm a date for transfer:   
Two Councillors reported that they are still not able to access the new email addresses.  
Resolved that the clerk would forward the link again with a view to the email addresses being in use from the 30th March 2026.  
8.6        To review / adopt North Hill Parish Council’s IT Policy in order to be Assertion 10 compliant:  
The IT Policy was confirmed to have been read by all and agreed.
Resolved that the IT Policy be adopted and would be reviewed every two years.  
8.7        To note for information the ROSPA annual play area inspection is booked for April 2026:  
This was noted for information.  
8.8        To consider / resolve whether any Councillors wish to attend ROSPA training to enable them to be accredited inspectors to carry out the play ground check:  
The Chairman read the email from CALC which was offering the option of Councillors to attend training / examination to become accredited inspectors for a period of three years.  Consideration took place as the current approximate cost of the annual ROSPA inspection and the three Kompan quarterly inspections totalled £564.00 per year.  It was also not compulsory to have the quarterly checks.  These had continued following the initial checks that came to validate the warranty on the equipment.  
Resolved that the clerk would obtain further information from CALC in relation to the training and would list the matter for discussion when the Kompan quarterly checks contract was next due for renewal.  
8.9        To note for information the expression of interest for CIL funding is confirmed to have been submitted with a reference number of CILF5101:
The clerk confirmed the CIL application for funds towards the cemetery track had been submitted and an outcome would be received from the 1st Stage by the 31st March 2026.  
8.10      To consider / resolve a new date for April 2026 meeting as CALC have confirmed meetings cannot take place on Tuesday 7th April:  
Resolved that the meeting would take place on Wednesday 8th April 2026.  
8.11      To consider / resolve a request from a member of the public in relation to a street lamp which needs fixing at Lynher Close:
Previous discussed at item 3.  
  
9.       TO REVIEW DETAILS FOR NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL CEMETERY: 
9.1        To review the tender’s received to date for the creation of the footpath to date and consider / resolve next steps:
Lengthy discussion took place as the logistics of this was complex.  The closure date for submission of tenders was the 20th March 2026 therefore further tenders could be received before that date.  The CIL application for funding was not guaranteed however were the Parish Council successful at the 1st Stage and progressed to the 2nd Stage, the information on the tenders would be required.  The clerk confirmed she had informed all contractors who had submitted tenders to date that the Parish Council could not confirm the works would proceed.  The clerk had put together a table to date of tenders received which needed to be looked at in more detail as the clerk was not familiar with landscaping terminology.  Most tenders received were only valid for 60 days.  
Resolved that a cemetery meeting would take place to discuss the quotes received in more detail.  The Chairman would contact the clerk with some convenient dates for the clerk to arrange a meeting to include Cllr C. Walters, Cllr M. Budge, Cllr D. Daniells, Cllr S. Sandercock and the clerk.  

10.     Approval of the list of payments / receipts for February 2026 and to receive February 2026 bank statement:
10.1    List of payments:
i) £18.00 (PAYE G. Pollard payroll, dd)
ii) £703.12 (Lena Batten, Salary Feb)
iii) £43.64 (room rent)  
iv) £149.87 (Lena Batten, N.I. and tax Feb) 
v) £64.99 (Lena Batten, Amazon, purchase of climbing net)
vi) £48.00 (annual bleed kit for defib, Bleed control UK)
vii) £132.97 (Kompan quarterly play area check)
viii) £238.80 (extended two year warranty, Elan City)
ix) £15.00 (CALC, Assertion 10 training, clerk)   
Resolved that all payments were authorised proposed by Cllr H. Budge and seconded Cllr C. Dennis with all in favour.
One Councillor asked about the clerk’s pension.
Resolved that the clerk’s pension would be listed on next months agenda.  
10.2    Receipts:  
None.
10.3   To receive February 2026 bank statement:
Bank statement as of 31st February 2026 £14,467.29. 
Resolved that the bank statement be agreed proposed Cllr H. Budge and seconded by Cllr D. Daniells as correct and the Chairman signed the transactions.  

11.     To review monthly budget reconciliations:
11.1   Budget Sheet attached:
Resolved that the budget sheet was agreed to be an accurate record for February 2026 proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr H. Budge with all in favour.  Cllr R. Randall reported that the budget for 2025-2026 had now been expended one month early.    

12.    To review monthly RAG:
Hedgerows – the Chairman read the comments received from Highways on the 9th January 2026 to state that three of the land owners had not taken any further trimming to date so they would be contacted again.  The clerk was asked to contact Highways again for an outcome.  
Water on road at Port Lane – Highways had confirmed that a damaged drainage line had been identified and the work had been added to the post April drainage repair programme.
Flooding at Mill Lane, Bathpool – the clerk confirmed that Highways were aware of the reoccurring issue with flooding at Mill Lane and that Highways would be reviewing the drainage scheme programme post April and it was their intention to put Mill Lane forward as a priority site.  Highways would update the clerk post April. 

13.    Report from Cornwall Council Ward Member Councillor Parsons:
Ward Councillor Adrian Parsons gave an overview and update in relation to the 20mph roll out, also the 30mph speed restrictions which had been applied for under the Community Highways Network Programme.  He confirmed a Council tax increase of 4.99% for the financial year 2026-2027 and that the Highways budget had been protected in Cornwall for the coming financial year.  He also gave a further update in relation to the potential parking costs at Kit Hill which were now unlikely to proceed. 

14.    Items for inclusion at the next meeting:
The lease of the football club.  Speedbumps at Coads Green.  It was noted for information that the handyman would be fixing the dog bin at Bathpool as it has been hit.

15.    Date and time of next meeting:
The next meeting was confirmed for the 8th April 2026 at 7.30pm.    

16.    Close of business:  The meeting closed at 9.31pm.  






  





Sign and date Chairman ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

